to acquaint me with, whatever it may be: for            to

everything that comes from you has great weight
with me; and so speak candidly. I am in some
measure doubting whether someone, more sus-
picious than wise, has not whispered to you some-
thing unfavourable concerning me, which, though
you did not give entire credit to it, you never-
theless prudently/and as a friend, thought right
to suggest for my consideration. Should this have
been the case, I entreat you to state the matter
to me in plain terms, that I may be able to acquit
myself before you, of whose good opinion I am
most desirous: and should it prove to have been
only a joke, or a piece of friendly advice, I pray
you nevertheless to let me know; since every-
thing from you will always be no less acceptable
to me than the things that I hold most dear.

There is no news here, except that it is a novel
and almost unheard-of circumstance in govern-
ment, that nothing novel has occurred. Frobisher's
gold is now melted, and does not turn out so valu-
able as he at first boasted* However, these islands
at the sixty-second degree are not to be despised;
but they keep this as a great secret, lest, as you
know, the opportunity be forestalled. Nay more,
they expedt to be able to cross the sea at the
same latitude; so incorredl is the description of
the world as given by cosmographers. But if there
should be open sea at such a temperature, you
perceive it will be of great importance,
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